High level of alpha-synuclein mRNA in peripheral lymphocytes of patients with alcohol dependence syndrome.
The content of mRNA for alpha-synuclein (a key protein of the dopaminergic system) was elevated in the peripheral lymphocytes of patients with alcohol dependence syndrome. Increased level of alpha-synuclein mRNA was not associated with changes in the expression of NR4A2 gene encoding Nurrl, one of the main transcription factors of dopaminergic neurons.